Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.9.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 7 H 3 Cl 2 O 2 ) 2 (C 3 H 7 NO)(H 2 O)], the Ni II ion is coordinated by four O atoms from two bidentate 2,4-dichloro-6-formylphenolate ligands, one O atom from a water ligand and one O atom from a dimethylformamide ligand in a slightly distorted octahedral environment. In the crystal structure, centrosymmetric dimers are formed though O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds; -stacking interactions, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.796 (2) Å , are also found. 
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The title compound, (I), contains the dichloride ligand 3,5-Dichloro-2-hydroxy-benzaldehyde, with two Cl atoms accessible at the periphery of each ligand.
In the molecular structure of (I), the Ni II ion is coordinated by four O atoms from two bidentate 3,5-Dichloro-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde ligands, one O atom from a H 2 O ligand and one O atom from a N,N'-dimethylformamide ligand forming a slightly distorted octahedral geometry ( Fig. 1 ). In the crystal structure O-H···O and O-H···Cl hydrogen bonds (see Table   2 ) result in the formation of a centrosymmetric dimer (Fig. 2) . Within the dimer, there are π-π stacking interactions between the C1-C6 and C8-C13(-x, 2-y, 1-z) rings with centroid···centroid distance of 3.796 (2) Å and interplanar distance of 3.59
Å giving an offset angle of 3.5°. In the crystal structure, dimers are further linked through weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds ( 
